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Joy Chicatelli is shown with her Dogue de
Bordeaux Urszula after a win last year. Urszula
and Chicatelli’s other dog, Storm, have both
been invited to the Westminster Dog Show in
February.
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Local dogs invited to Westminster Dog Show

WEST AKRON — The two Dogue de Bordeaux breed dogs owned by Joy Chicatelli and Paul Leibold, of West Akron,
have been invited to the Westminster Dog Show, one of the most well known dog shows of the year.

Chicatelli said Urszula and Storm were both invited to the show that takes place each year in February at Madison
Square Garden in New York City.

“While others can enter, only the top five dogs in each breed are ‘invited,’” Chicatelli said. “The top five are
determined by Best of Breed wins and the points accumulated beginning Jan. 1 to Oct. 31 of each year. The Best
of Breed is the best dog at any given show of a particular breed, so not only does he or she have to be the best
dog there, there also has to be enough points available.

“This is extremely difficult to accomplish based on a number of variables, and two from the same home is beyond
a dream come true,” she added.

Chicatelli said the accomplishment took some “strategizing” because they were essentially competing against
themselves for the Best of Breed wins. The dogs competed at different times.

“All the while we were watching other dogs and what was happening all over the country,” she said. “It was a very
fun and spirited competition, and it was not at all unusual to run out of the ring, put your dog away and then race
to the phone to talk to someone exhibiting in California three hours behind us or another state where there was a
large entry to find out who won the coveted Best of Breed that particular day.”

Both bogs are AKC Bronze Grand Champions, Chicatelli said. She noted that for Urszula, the accomplishment is
especially meaningful because she is a mother and grandmother.

“It’s very rare to see a female come back together for the show ring after babies,” she said.

 

Breeder, dangerous animal application deadline Dec. 31

COLUMBUS — Ohioans who own dangerous wild animals and restricted snakes or who are commercial dog breeders
and retailers are reminded that permit applications for 2014 are due no later than Dec. 31 at 5 p.m., according to
the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA).

After Jan. 1, a valid permit is required to keep an existing dangerous wild animal or a restricted snake. Among the
application requirements are a permit fee, completed background check, signed affidavit affirming that housing
facilities meet state standards, and proof of liability insurance or surety bond.

Dangerous wild animal owners who registered their animal in accordance with the law will be sent application
materials, which also are available at the ODA website at www.agri.ohio.gov (click on the Forms tab).

Restricted snake owners need to contact the ODA’s Division of Animal Health to obtain the appropriate application
forms or download them from the same site.

Completed permit applications, and all supplemental documentation, must be submitted to the ODA no later than the Dec. 31 deadline or owners will be in violation of Ohio
law and risk the seizure of their animals, ODA officials stated. Dangerous wild animal and restricted snake owners that do not intend to apply for a permit should contact the
Division of Animal Health at 614-728-6220 as soon as possible to discuss options for surrendering their animals or snakes to the state or identifying an alternate permanent
home.

Also beginning Jan. 1, a valid permit is required to operate a high-volume commercial dog breeding operation or to serve as a dog retailer in Ohio. Among the application
requirements for a high-volume dog breeder are a permit fee, completed background check, signed affidavit affirming that housing facilities meet state standards, and
proof of liability insurance or surety bond. Breeders also must enter into a Veterinary-Client Patient Relationship with a licensed veterinarian who will provide care to the
dogs in the kennel.

Dog retailers also will need to apply for a license with the appropriate fee and submit to a background check. If someone needs both a high-volume dog breeder license and
a dog retailer license, they will need to submit the required fees and accompanying documents for both licenses, according to ODA officials.

Commercial dog breeders and dog retailers may contact the ODA’s Division of Animal Health at 614-728-6200 to obtain the appropriate application forms. Application
materials also can be downloaded at www.agri.ohio.gov (click on the Forms tab).

Completed permit applications and all supplemental documentation must be submitted to the ODA no later than the deadline or owners may be subject to an enforcement
action, according to ODA officials.

 

Photos accepted for ‘Licensed Dog of the Day’ campaign

DOWNTOWN AKRON — The Summit County Fiscal Office is spreading the word about dog licenses with the “Licensed Dog of the Day” campaign on Facebook.

Fiscal Officer Kristen Scalise, CPA, CFE, has invited dog owners in Summit County to submit a photograph of their pet for the chance to be featured on the Fiscal Office’s



Facebook Fan Page at www.facebook.com/SummitCountyFiscal. The campaign is intended to bring awareness about dog registration and remind dog owners to purchase
their 2014 dog license before the Jan. 31 deadline.

The “Licensed Dog of the Day” Facebook campaign is featuring one dog per day now through Jan. 31. The status update also will include biographical information about the
dog, such as unique traits and personal stories.

Dogs featured as a “Licensed Dog of the Day” must possess a current Summit County dog license. To enter, send a photograph of the dog to summittreas@summitoh.com and
include the dog’s name, breed and a few facts about them. Summit County residents also are encouraged to “like” the Fiscal Office Facebook Fan Page to receive the
“Licensed Dog of the Day” status updates.

Fiscal Office officials said 2014 Summit County dog licenses are now available for $18 each. The state of Ohio is requiring counties to offer three licensing options this year.
Options include a three-year license for $54 and a permanent license for $180, in addition to the one-year license.

Dog owners may purchase licenses at the Summit County Division of Animal Control, 250 Opportunity Parkway, and the Summit County Services Department, 1030 E.
Tallmadge Ave. Other locations also sell licenses.

Kennel owners also must renew their licenses during the same time period at a cost of $80 per license. Licenses for dogs providing assistance to citizens with disabilities are
free of charge and valid throughout the duration of the animal’s life, and proof of training must be submitted.

Ohio law requires citizens who own, keep or harbor a dog more than 3 months of age to purchase a county dog license.

Dog license renewal applications were mailed earlier this month to those who already had licenses. Citizens who fail to meet the Jan. 31 deadline will be required to pay an
$18 late fee.

To apply online for a dog license, to find additional locations to purchase a license or for further information, go to fiscaloffice.summitoh.net/index.php/dog-licensing or
call 330-630-7226.

 

Kathleen Folkerth contributed to these reports.
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